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As I write this article we have had one Sunday without singing or coffee hour. I 
am as tired of these protocols as you are. I wish we hadn’t felt the need to make 
these decisions that make it seem like we are taking steps back rather than 
moving forward through this pandemic. But the truth is, we are still in a pandem-
ic, and we always knew we might need to make adjustments.  
I am hoping, with all of you, that there is light beginning to glimmer at the end of 
this long tunnel. I hope that this latest variant and broader vaccinations will help 
the larger population get to a reasonable amount of immunity so that we can 
treat this virus like any other cold or flu. But there are still people at risk. Our 
youngest children and those who are not vaccinated (for a variety of reasons) 
can still be hospitalized and have long-term effects if they catch COVID.  
And so, we must be vigilant for a while longer. In our Wednesday Bible study we 
are looking at Isaiah, when the word from God is that things are going to be diffi-
cult for Israel. The prophet asks, “How long, O Lord?” not so much wanting a 
timeline but to indicate that God is being unfair about the suffering and the exile 
from their homeland. 
This virus seems unfair. Our medical and science experts seem unfair. God’s 
response to the prophet’s question, “How long?” is basically, until all that needs 
to be eliminated and terminated is at an end. I don’t think that’s exactly how 
pandemics work, but there will come an end to the vigilance we must keep. Until 
then, we must wait and keep up with the procedures that will help as many peo-
ple as possible stay safe and alive. 
In the meantime, we can still gather, we can still glorify God in our worship, we 
can still pray and give thanks for God’s continued love and care for us. And if 
we start to feel sorry for ourselves and disappointed that we can’t do everything 
we want to do in the ways we want to do them, perhaps we can look at those 
who are still worshiping at home because they have a medical condition they 
may never fully recover from. We can appreciate the struggles of those who are 
in chronic pain or who have lost the freedom to move about as they please be-
cause of age or disability. 
Time still marches on and we are moving forward through the pandemic, maybe 
just a little more cautiously these days. The music will return. Coffee and cook-
ies will return. Let us face this time with courage that God is leading us forward 
and that we are being changed for God’s good purposes along the way. 
 
The peace of Christ be with us always. 
Pastor Lynne  

http://bethelbrushprairie.org/


2 

 

 
 
Wednesday Bible Study: Isaiah 

 
The Wednesday Bible study group meets weekly at 10am 

We are journeying through Isaiah. Exploring the role of God’s prophets and 
learning how Isaiah proclaims words from God that serve as  

warning, challenge, and comfort, both in ancient times and today. 
 

 

 
 
New Member Preparation 
Are you relatively new to Bethel Lutheran Church? Are you wanting to know 
more about what it means to be a member of this congregation or who we 
are as Lutherans? We will hold new member classes during the season of 
Lent, which begins March2nd. Contact the church office if you would like to 
participate, or see Pastor Lynne with any questions you might have. 
 

 

Pastor Lynne and Eric are excited for the opportunity to go on a tour of 
the Holy Land hosted by Flathead Lutheran Bible Camp (Montana) this 
summer! Watch for fundraisers in the coming months to help support this 
continuing education opportunity that will benefit both our pastor and our 
congregation. 
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Family Ministry 
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Souper Bowl of Caring 
February 13, 2022 
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January Retreat & Council Meeting 
January 15, 2022 
 
Members Present:  Linda Bieker, Ken Coats, Teresa Correy, Dottie Davis, Jim Fuerstenberg, Nancy 
Fuerstenberg, Jack Graves, Chris Kast, Chad McCabe, Tara McCabe, Val Moon, John Sarver, Jan Sayler, Ken 
Sayler, Erika Stauffer 
Staff Present:  Jim Bergren, Pastor Lynne Ogren, Bonnie Stauffer 
Not in Attendance:  Candi Ehrich, Terry Smith 
Council Focus for 2022 
Our day together started at 9:00 am with retreat session focused on developing the focus of our council for the com-
ing year.  After spending time in small groups and facilitated discussion lead by Pastor Lynne, the council mission 
statement that will guide us in our work will be: 
As the council of Bethel we will fearlessly follow God’s leading, respect and encourage one another, listen to and 
communicate with the congregation. 
Agreement that we would include this mission statement on all council agendas for the coming year and our devotion 
for next month is based on this statement.   
After developing our council mission statement, Board meeting breakout sessions started at 10:10.   
Reconvened for council meeting at 11:00. 
Meeting minutes approval 
Meeting minutes will be distributed to board members by the secretary via email following the council meeting.  Every-
one should review the minutes and provide any changes to the secretary that are found.  The goal is to have ap-
proved minutes to include in the Bethel Bell at the end of the month.  December meeting minutes were approved by 
the board in December and published in the January Bethel Bell. 
 
Treasurer’s Report (Chris Kast) 
Chris shared summary of income and expenses, both for December and YTD thru December. 
 
December                             YTD (thru Dec) 
Income 
 $         20,669                      $      272,590 
Expense 
 $         19,879                      $      223,928 
Net Change 
 $              790                      $         48,662 
 
Balance sheet as of December 31 à $159,528 
 
It was noted that open staff positions contributed considerably to the difference between the income and expense fig-
ures thru December. 
 
Board of Trustees (Jack Graves) 
The roles and responsibilities for the board of trustees will be: 
VP – Jack Graves, Financial – Ken Coats, Property – John Sarver, Building – Terry Smith, Stewardship – Chad 
McCabe 
 
Heat Pump Update 
4 Contractors were contacted to provide quotes for heat pump replacement 
Tri-Tech heating proposal to replace the heat pump system servicing the sanctuary is recommended based on: 
Provided timely and complete quote  
Was able to provide a quote that met current county and PUD energy requirements, with a system that would be more 
cost effective for Bethel in the long run as well 
Lowest cost proposal  
Total cost (including tax) - $37,318.05   
Would need to pay 1/3 down upon authorization, balance due upon completion 
Discussion about project and funding.   
The annual budget included $30k for the heat pump system to be addressed.   
There is additional $15k in the line item for other (annual) building and grounds expenses.  Depending on expenses 
this year in that line item, some funding could be used for this project. 
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January Retreat & Council Meeting (cont) 
January 15, 2022 
 
Was shared that there may be additional funding provided anonymously for this church expense if 
needed.   
Recommendation from the Board of Trustees to the Council to approve the Tri-Tech bid and authorize John S. / Trus-
tees to move ahead with authorizing the work. 
 
During discussion the question was raised about whether or not this proposal would provide separate heating / cool-
ing zones (controls) for the sanctuary and Rocksolid.  Currently the way the system works is that to heat / cool the 
sanctuary you heat / cool Rocksolid at the same time.  The reverse is also true – heating / cooling Rocksolid will heat / 
cool the sanctuary.  Current proposal does NOT include this option due to increased costs it would bring, though the 
estimate to split the two areas was provided.  Additional cost of $8k would be added to current quote to provide sepa-
rate zone controls for RockSolid and the sanctuary.  Following a discussion about the long term advantages – espe-
cially the energy saving we hope to see by reducing the cost spent heating/cooling the sanctuary which is the largest 
cubic space in the building - and funding possibilities, it was agreed that adding this option was the preferred way to 
go.   
 
Jan Sayler motioned to approve Tri-Tech bid with additional $8k added to original quote to cover separate zone con-
trols for the sanctuary and RockSolid.  Total quote approval of $45,318.05.  MSA 
 Follow-up steps –  
Ken S. to discuss with anonymous donor getting commitment of support in writing and amount willing to provide – 
possibly up to $15k.  Letter to be shared with Pastor so at least one other person has knowledge of commitment. 
Ken and John to discuss with Marcy if RockSolid could possibly help to cover the cost of the additional feature. 
 
Requested update from Deacons on whether or not there would be a noisy offering on January 30th (the fifth Sun-
day).  Confirmed that there would not be a noisy offering this month.  Souper Bowl of Caring will be right around the 
corner and want to encourage members to support that outreach program.   
 
Chris is still working with On Line Support to get a final quote for hardware to update the church’s wi-fi system.  Will 
be reviewing final hardware and tech support quotes at a future meeting. 
 
Annual financial review is being scheduled soon. 
 
Discussed the need to coordinate with Pastor Lynne on how to support her trip to the Holy Land through fundraising 
options.   
 
Board of Deacons (Jan Sayler) 
The roles and responsibilities for the board of deacons will be: 
VP – Jan Sayler, Church Service Team – Jim Fuerstenberg, Worship & Music – Nancy Fuerstenberg, Evangelism – 
Candi Ehrich, Fellowship – Erika Stauffer 
 
An increase in COVID infection rates have interrupted activities again at the church.  Beginning this Sunday (January 
16) there will be no singing – by the worship team or congregation.  Infection rates and recommendations that are re-
ceived will determine when we can begin singing and other activities again at the church.  Our priority is to keep eve-
ryone safe. 
 
Will be doing Lent and Easter planning next month.  Lent starts Wednesday, March 2.  Planning to have bell choir 
provide special music during the Easter season.  
 
Board of Education (Linda Bieker) 
The roles and responsibilities for the board of education will be: 
VP – Linda Bieker, Nursery – Val Moon, Sunday School & Milestone Ministries (excluding Cradle Roll) – Tara McCa-
be, Cradle Roll – Linda Bieker, Middle / High School Youth – Open, Adult Education – Dottie Davis 
 
Linda shared that Jim Bergren had been a member of the Board of Education, with a term that ran through the calen-
dar year 2022.  Jim recently transitioned to a staff role with the Church and has vacated his position on the Board of 
Education.  Per the current language in the Constitution for board vacancies, boards can have 1 open position, so at 
this time, Jim’s position will remain unfilled until the normal council election period later this year. 
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January Retreat & Council Meeting (cont) 
 
Looking for additional volunteers to help cover the nursery.  Will be talking with ushers to let them 
know If there is no one available to cover the nursery on a Sunday, families are welcome to use it as a cry room.  
Without an attendant available they will need to stay with their children though. 
 
Looking for a volunteer to lead Adult Learning on Sundays.   
 
Family Ministry Report (Bonnie) 
Due to increased COVID rates, some families are not attending Sunday School in person currently.  An electronic link 
to the class is being shared with families so children are still able to participate.   
 
Preparing for the Souper Bowl of Caring.  Youth will be leading the service on February 13.  Canned food donations 
are requested to support the North Clark County Food Bank.  List of items requested is posted on the bulletin board 
and will be shared through email updates from the church.       *(See pg 4 of this newsletter) 
 
Pastor’s Report (Pr. Lynne) 
Shared her plan to take 2 weeks of vacation each year.  Not yet finalized but will likely be later in the year, with small-
er trips this spring and the trip to the Holy Land in June.  Will coordinate with staff and deacons for any coverage 
needed.  
 
There will be new member classes during Lent.  These sessions are open to anyone who wants a refresher as well, 
not just those who are interested in becoming new members of Bethel.  A 1st communion class for younger members 
will also be taking place during Lent.   
 
Installation of council members will be done at worship Sunday, January 16. 
 
Closing (Ken S.) 
Ken shared the poem “Heaven’s Grocery Store”.   
Closed with the Lord’s Prayer. 
Adjourned at 12:05pm. 
Respectfully submitted by Teresa Correy                                           *Judy’s note 

 
 
LADIES & GENTLEMEN - Musical Opportuni-
ties….   The Hand Bell Choir AND The Praise 
Teams are looking for more participants..  If 
you’re interested in the Bell Choir see Jan 
Sayler. If you’re willing to lend your voice to 
one or both of the Praise Teams… (and we’re 
looking for some male voices)… see Nancy 
Fuerstenberg. There will be a Worship and 
Music Committee meeting on February 6

th
 af-

ter service.  Please let us know by then if  
           you’re interested.   
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INFORMATION  FOR AND ABOUT 

BETHEL LUTHERAN CHURCH WOMEN 
February 2022      Judy Wood 

BLCW Brunch Program 
February 5, 2022  -  10am 

 

“ VALENTINE BINGO” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Everybody please bring a 

“treasure” (or 2) for the prize table! 
 

Priscilla is hostess  
 

Please bring a friend along! 
This will be a NO FOOD brunch.. 
So please bring your own drink 

and snack if you’ like! 

Share House Quilters 
Feb 14th & 28h - 9am  

 
Mission Quilters 

Feb 15th & 29th - 9am 
 

NO experience  
necessary 

 you’re welcome  
at either or both groups! 

Circles meet on Tuesday, Feb 15th at Bethel     
Priscilla - 9:30am 
Naomi  - 1:00pm 
Hope Circle - 6:30pm  
 
Priscilla:   Judy Wood, hostess 
Naomi:    Merrili Sprecher, hostess 
Hope:      Geni Hammer, hostess 

Women’s Bible Study 

COFFEE HOURS 
ARE TEMPORARILY SUSPEND-

ED DUE TO COVID  
PRECAUTIONS 

 
Saturday, March 7th 

Brunch Hostess - Hope Circle 
 

Daybreak Youth Services 
Gail Miller, Charge RN 

 
Join us to learn more about how 

this Brush Prairie neighbor 
brings hope to the future of 

youth who are struggling with 
substance abuse & mental 

health issues 
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Please remember our Homebound Members  
 
Life can get pretty lonely when you can’t get out, 
and a quick note or a phone call can make a big 
difference in someone’s day.  

 
    If you need an address please call           
 the church office. 

????GOT 10 MINUTES???? 

2022 Bethel Sunday Morning Streamed Services Reader Schedule 
 

Scripture Readers 
 
Feb 6  Kirsten Elson 
Feb 13 Terry Smith  
Feb 20 Kirsten Elson 
Feb 27 Randy Crawley 
 

Phone Patch:  360-729-0011 
Put your phone on speaker and don’t forget 
to hit the mute button…   or follow the links 
from: bethelbrushprairie.org 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Please join us each Sunday morning at 10am for Worship 
 

In person…  using Covid precautions 
(masks worn at all times - no singing out loud - no coffee hour) 

 
On line…  follow the links from our website 

bethelbrushprairie.org 
 

By phone… Call 360-729-0011 
(please remember to mute your phone) 

 
Invite a friend along! 
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Today we ask for prayer for Donna Crawley, Chuck 
Staavas, Myra Wilkinson, Carol Taylor, Judy Sutera, 
Nancy Fuerstenberg, George Land, Ella Remmick, 
Mary Webber, Sandi Kytola, Jody Huffstutler, Lucille 
Gukeisen, Sheryl Elder, and Sandy Egan. We pray 
for the financial & spiritual health & growth of Bethel 
and for all who struggle with illness and economic 
issues. We ask God’s guidance and protection on 
our  military, our leaders and our country.  

Pastor: Lynne Ogren 

blcpastor@comcast.net 

 

Director of Family  

Ministries 

Bonnie Stauffer 
blcfamily@comcast.net 
 

Youth Ministry           

blcyouth@comcast.net 

 

Music Ministry 

blcmusic@comcast.net 

 
Parish Administrator 

Judy Wood 

blcoffice@comcast.net 
          
RSTC Director 

Marcy Sprecher 

Marcy@rocksolid-teen.com 

 
visit us on the web at 

bethelbrushprairie.org 

 

 

 
         Communion will be served to those who  
attend in-person services at Bethel this month. 
 
Communion elements for home use are available at 
the Bethel office. Call and arrange to come and pick 

        yours up. 

Are you a part of Bethel’s Prayer Chain? 
 

If not, and you’d like to be, please contact Judy Bergren (phone chain)  
360- 666-9134 or Judy Wood (email chain) 360-892-4231 or 360-904-0271.  
All we need is your name and email address, or your phone number if you 
don’t use a computer… 

Thank you Bethel for your continued  
financial support.  

Even in these strange times  
we have to keep the lights on.  

 
Have you considered setting up auto-
matic giving through your bank?  It’s 

usually done at no charge. Our Tithe.ly 
account is also an option but does 

charge a small fee. 

Help Beat Covid 
Mask up 
Wash up 
Keep safe 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=afthZHNsueHDEM&tbnid=5Xz_pgFo1tzMbM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fcoolumchristianfamily.org%2Fprayer-hotline%2F&ei=TpfiUoCYHtTnoAT2s4DIBw&bvm=bv.59930103,d.cGU&psig=AFQ
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If you had a birthday or anniversary and are not 
listed, OR if dates are incorrect or incomplete, 
PLEASE call the church office at 360-892-4231 so 
we can get it right next time!          
Thank you…. 

Keep our Servicemen and women in your prayers.. 
SPC Alec Rohrer, US Army, grandson of Jack & Cindi Graves, currently serving at Fort Ben-
ning, Georgia.  
 

Johnathan Cook, USAF ,  grandson of Kay Nock, stationed in Florida 
 

Chief Petty Officer, Ryan Fontenot, stationed Texas. Grandson of Milt and Jan Kleven. 
 

Autumn McAllister, USAF, daughter of John & Michelle McAllister, stationed at Clovis. N.M. 
 

Brandon Morgan, USAF Sp. Forces Para rescue, grandson of Milt & Jan Kleven, stationed in  
Tucson, AZ 
 

Zackery Scott Noorlun, USAF, TSgt , great-grandson of Clarice Noorlun, serving as an avionics 
technician at Royal Air Force Lakenheath in the UK. 
 

Ingrid Flores, E-4 US Combat Medic, who returned safely in July 2020 from a year of service in 
Jordan. Great niece of Craig and Candi Ehrich, who continues to serve with the Army National Guard. 
 
 

Nick Otos, USAF,  nephew of Kari Otos, stationed at Okinawa, Japan 
 
 

Luke Terry - US Air Force, stationed in Germany. 
Lonnie Terry - US Air Force, stationed in New Mexico. 
 

Derrick Wolf, USN,  grandson of Dick & Charlene Wolf. Derrick is on recruiting duty in Virginia. 
 
Chandler Heppe, USAF, Lt. nephew of Eric & Lynne Ogren, stationed in Utah. 
 

 

   A soldier said:         “When I die do not play taps over my grave. Instead play reveille,  
    the morning call, the summons to arise.” 
 
If you have an update for this list, please let the office know..        Thanks! 

 
Lori Kytola   02/03 
Joy Frahm   02/06 
Lori Lindberg   02/06 
Lina Rodriguez  02/06 
Laura Simmons  02/09 
Joyce Detchman  02/10 
Lynn Leppanen  02/11 
Sally Aalbue   02/15 
George Land   02/16 
Valerie Moon   02/19 
Nancy Fuerstenberg  02/19 
Gloria Johnson  02/19 
Judy Wood   02/20 
David Fleming   02/25 
Sharon Stokke  02/26 
Heidi DeBroeck  02/27 

Bob & Dottie Davis  02/08/1976 

Gordon & Claudia Bottemiller  02/08/1974 
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When I Say I Am a Christian 

 

When I say I am a Christian 

I’m not shouting, I’ve been saved 

I’m whispering I get lost 

That’s why I chose this way. 

 

When I say I am a Christian 

I don’t speak with human pride 

I’m confessing that I stumble 

Needing God to be my guide. 

 

When I say I am a Christian 

I’m not trying to be strong 

I’m professing that I’m weak 

And pray for strength to carry on. 

 

When I say I am a Christian 

I’m not bragging of success 

I’m admitting I have failed 

And cannot ever pay the debt. 

 

When I say I am a Christian 

I don’t think I know it all 

I submit to my confusion 

Asking humbly to be taught 

 

When I say I am a Christian 

I’m not claiming to be perfect 

My flaws are all too visible 

But God believes I’m worth it. 

 

When I say I am a Christian 

I still feel the sting of pain 

I have my share of heartaches 

Which is whyI seek His name. 

 

Wen I say I am a Cristian 

I do not wish to judge 

I have no authority 

I only know I’m loved. 

~ 

 

by Carol S. Wimmer@1988 used by permission of author 
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Stay Informed….  
There are many ways for you to keep up with what’s going on here at Bethel..  

You may visit us on the web at www.bethelbrushprairie.org 
Like us on Facebook! Click the LIKE button to stay on top of all the  
current news and photos! www.facebook.com/bethelfamilyministry  
You can also follow Bethel on: 
Pinterest https://www.pinterest.com/bethelblessings/ and  
Instagram https://www.instagram.com/blcfamily/ 
 

Bethel Lutheran Church 
12919 NE 159th St 
PO Box 175 
Brush Prairie, WA 98606 

  

  If you’re unable to join us in-person please 
won’t you join us virtually?? 

 

Sunday Service Hours 
In-person 10:00am 

Streaming Service - YouTube 
Phone patch - 360-729-0011 

     Watch the Bethel Bell for Coming Events! 
 
 

Christ Welcomes All 

http://www.facebook.com/bethelfamilyministry
https://www.pinterest.com/bethelblessings/
https://www.instagram.com/blcfamily/
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&docid=NKNglU8bfsZk6M&tbnid=ibWvpmX1P-B9BM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.habitatlacrosse.org%2F&ei=zp0sU9yzGMnFoAS1vICgBQ&bvm=bv.63316862,d.cGU&psig=AFQjCNEtlVe4jqr

