HELLO LADIES OF BETHEL,

| HAVE TO SAY "I MISS ALL OF YOU SO MUCH!" THIS HAS BEEN THE HARDEST
YEAR EVER TO CONNECT WITH ALL YOU------ ESPECIALLY WITH NO COFFEE
HOURS AND MONTHLY BREAKFASTS.

FOR THIS COVID YEAR, WE'RE ASKING YOU TO PLEASE PRAY AND GIVE THANKS
FOR WHAT IS HAPPENING IN OUR CHURCH, OUR SYNOD. AND OUR WELCA
(WOMEN OF THE EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH OF AMERICA) AND WITH
ALL OUR WONDERFUL LUTHERAN WOMEN. THIS OFFERING IS TO MONETARILY
GIVE TO THE WELCA FOR THEIR WORK WITH YOUNG WOMEN, LUTHERAN
WORLD RELIEF, KATIE'S FUND, TRAFFICKING. AND MANY MANY MORE WORTHY
CAUSES. WITH FEW CIRCLE DONATIONS OR MONTHLY GATHERINGS, THE
WELCA 'S FUNDS ARE RAPIDLY GETTING DEPLETED FOR THEIR CAUSES.

SO, IF YOU COULD, PLEASE SEND A CHECK TO BLCW WITH THANKOFFERING AT
THE BOTTOM, AND JUDY WILL TALLY THE DONATIONS AND SEND ONE CHECK TO
WELCA. YOU HAVE UNTIL THE 5H OF DECEMBER TO SEND IT IN.

PLEASE COUNT YOUR BLESSINGS THIS THANKSGIVING!

THANK YOU SO MUCH AND KNOW I'M VIRTUALLY GIVING EACH OF YOU A BIG
HUG!

JAN SAYLER
(PRESIDENT OF THE SOUTHWESTERN SYNOD)

Feel free to use these prayers and scriptures as you think
about your Thank Offering



Light the Way for Justice,
Light the Way for Love

A Thankoffering Service for Women of the ELCA 2020-2021

GATHERING

Entrance Song
Christ, Be Our Light (ELW 715)

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM

Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God,
the fountain of living water,

the rock who gave us birth,

our light and our salvation.

Amen.

Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism,
we are clothed with God’s mercy and forgiveness.
Let us give thanks for the gracious gift of baptism.

Blessed are you, O God, maker and ruler of all things.
Your voice thundered over the waters at creation.
You water the mountains and send springs

into the valleys

to refresh and satisfy all living things.

Through the waters of the flood

you carried those in the ark to safety.
Through the sea you led your people Israel
from slavery to freedom.

In the wilderness you nourished them

with water from the rock,

and you brought them across the river Jordan
to the promised land.

By the baptism of his death and resurrection,

your Son Jesus has carried us to safety and freedom.
The floods shall not overwhelm us,

and the deep shall not swallow us up,

for Christ has brought us over to the land of promise.
He sends us to make disciples,

baptizing in the name of the Father,

and the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

Pour out your Holy Spirit;

wash away sin in this cleansing water;
clothe the baptized with Christ;

and claim your daughters and sons,
no longer slave and free,

no longer male and female,

but one with all the baptized in Christ Jesus,
who lives and reigns with you

in the unity of the Holy Spirit,

one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Sprinkling Song
Heaven Is Singing for Joy/El cielo canta alegria (ELW
664)

PRAYER OF THE DAY

O God of justice and love, you

light our way through life with

the words of your Son. Give us

the light we need,

and awaken us to the needs of others,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
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*WORD

First Reading
Micah 6:1-8
The offering of justice, kindness, humility

Psalm
Psalm 15

Second Reading
1 Corinthians 1:18-31
Christ crucified, the wisdom and power of God

Gospel
Matthew 5:1-12
The teaching of Christ: Beatitudes

Hymn of the Day
When the Poor Ones/Cuando el pobre (ELW 725)

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Prayers are crafted locally for each occasion. The
following examples may be adapted as appropriate.

Called together in the Spirit’s embrace, let us pray for
the renewal of the church, for those in need, and for all
of God'’s creation.

We pray, holy God, for the unity of the church universal:

Draw your people together into one great company of
disciples, together following our teacher Jesus Christ to
carry out his holy mission, together sharing the good
news of your justice and love wherever we are sent.

Christ, be our light.
(sing) Shine in your church gathered today.

We pray, omnipotent God, for the well-being of
creation: We give you thanks for transforming the
chaotic waters of creation into the saving waters that
nourish and sustain all the earth. Renew us every day
by your water and your word.

Christ, be our light.
(sing) Shine in your church gathered today.

We pray, righteous God, for peace and justice inthe
world: Lead the nations of the world away from the
stony wilderness of sin, and toward the holy light of
love, justice, and peace.

Christ, be our light.
(sing) Shine in your church gathered today.

We pray, compassionate God, for all in need: For those
who hunger and thirst for peace, for belonging, for love,
for righteousness, shine your light of justice. For those
who mourn or suffer in any way, shine your light of
comfort.

Christ, be our light.
(sing) Shine in your church gathered today.

We pray, faithful God, for the renewal of all life:
Refresh us with your living water and anoint us with
your Holy Spirit. Embolden us with your promise and
your presence.

Christ, be our light.
(sing) Shine in your church gathered today.

Receive our thanksgiving, eternal God, for all who have
died in the faith. May we know the fullness of the new
life that you prepare for us in your kingdom.

Christ, be our light.

(sing) Shine in your church gathered today.

All these things, and whatever else you see that we
need, we entrust to your care through Jesus Christ.
Amen.

SHARING OF THE PEACE

OFFERING PRAYER

God of grace, you have showered us with gifts of grace
and abundance, entrusting to us the ministries of
Women of the ELCA. Help us to grow in faith, affirm our
gifts, support one another in our callings, engage in
ministry and action, and promote healing and wholeness
in the church, the society, and theworld.

Accept these gifts and our prayer that, nurtured by your
Word, filled with your Spirit, and fed at your table, we
may share with gladness all that you have shared with us,
until all creation is satisfied.









