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“We are called, enlightened and empowered through Christ  

to worship, witness, and serve.”
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Volume 29, Issue 7 

Bethel Bell  July 2022 
Pastor’s Page 
On Saturday, June 4th, several of our Bethel members and I attended one of 
the Educational Gatherings held by the Southwestern Washington Synod of 
the ELCA. We gathered at Trinity Lutheran Church in Longview and began 
our time together with worship. We each attended two workshop and the 
keynote presentation from Joey Ager, Direction of Evangelical Mission for 
our synod. Below are some comments from those who attended. 
The theme for the day was “Grow Together” to consider how we grow together as congre-
gations, communities and society. Joey Ager has a background in community organizing 
and he helped us look at sacred encounters- with others, our selves, the land and God- as a 
foundational practice of being community together and of growing in new directions. 
 

Workshop: Healing from the Legacy of Indian Boarding Schools— 
The Orange Banner Project  attended by Rick Hauser and Jim 
Fuerstenberg. The leaders, as well as a couple of the participants, out-
lined some of the horrendous treatment inflicted on native American 
children in boarding schools (many operated by churches) as late as the 
1960s.  The major aim was to "civilize" them by denying them their lan-
guage, customs, and contact with their families.  In a video one adult 
who had been taken from his family as a child described, as a conse-
quence of that treatment, that he had been unable for 40 years to tell his 
wife that he loved her.  It is disheartening to me that anyone with a clear 
understanding of God's love and grace could treat others in such a man-
ner.  This is a picture of a banner which churches are encouraged to 

hang.  Jim signed us up to receive a kit.  
 
Workshop: Finding Resurrection in the Tomb  attended by Rick Hauser 
This workshop concentrated on the Living Stones Prison Congregation at Shelton.  When 
we were driving home, I heard that some of us have had some experience with that congre-
gation of prison inmates.  Currently, the congregation is shut down because of COVID. 
They're hoping to open up again in 4-6 months.  I was impressed that this seemed to be 
more than an adjunct ministry within the prison, but an actual congregation supported by 
our synod. 
 
Workshop: Faith Land Stewardship attended by Jack Graves, Bonnie Stauffer, and 
Nancy Fuerstenberg 
This session opened with a few representatives sharing their individual challenges with how 
to best utilize the “Land” assets of their respective churches. Some shared their outreach 
programs like tiny housing projects and Family Promise that address the increased number 
of houseless folks in their communities.  Our Bethel participants came away feeling like we 
are making faithful use of our facilities, particularly with hosting RockSolid, Martial Arts, 
Boy Scouts, and the Community Gardens.  

Speaker, Joey Ager asked the question, what is God’s intention for this land?   

http://bethelbrushprairie.org/
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He believes the Bible is very clear that God wants the land to represent ‘Shalom’, which means Love, well-being, 
wholeness, tranquility, harmony, peacefulness, etc. As inspiration for congregations, he invited us to reframe 
“property” to “land/earth”, “ownership” to “stewardship”, “scarcity” to “abundance”, and “doing for” to “walking 
with.” He then introduced a project generated by the Synod to help congregations develop, cherish and cultivate 
warm relationships with their immediate communities.  The Synod partners with the congregation to lead them 
through a 6-month process that discerns cooperation with communities.  He shared 4 steps used being:  Listen, Learn 
(provide methodologies to achieve ‘Shalom’), Action (doing things) and Reflection.  He also emphasized that the 
Synod would “walk with” the congregation, rather than do things for the congregation. 
 
Workshop: Cultivating Scriptural Imagination          attended by Jack Graves and Jim Fuerstenberg 
Rev. Rebecca Shjerven began by asking us each to share a favorite bible passage or story and why it was meaningful 
to us.  From there she asked the question, how are people in the Bible real to us?  She stressed that often ‘we’ are part 
of the story!  Each story can mean many different things, or perhaps demonstrate more than one understanding de-
pending on the perspective each person brings to it. After spending a considerable amount of time studying scripture 
with others, we may begin to see verses or stories that that have been used as weapons by many, and we may even 
find ourselves as the offender in a story.   Pastor Shjerven shared a couple of websites we could visit to learn to study 
the bible using Ignatian Contemplation and Visio Divina, using art in prayer and meditation, which we were able to 
practice together. 
 
Workshop: All Creation Sings  attended by Nancy Fuerstenberg and Pastor Lynne 
“All Creation Sings” is the newest hymnal published to follow Evangelical Lutheran Worship (the red hymnal in our 
pews). Its primary focus is on hymns that promote care for creation, but there are also many new and revised hymns. 
Some have familiar tunes with new lyrics, others are songs that are more recently published, and several come out of 
cultures from around the world. It also includes two new liturgy settings. We were able to sing through some of the 
songs and we would like to buy enough copies for the praise team and the accompaniment edition for Bethel. 
Workshop: I Love to Tell the Story attended by Pastor Lynne       (Books have been ordered by a congregation 
member and will be donated to Bethel when them arrive).  This workshop outlined the basics of applying for grants to 
support the vision and mission of the church. When applying for funding it is important to tell the stories that illus-
trate how a given program changes or could change the lives of those who are served. Congregations often apply for 
grants to support programs that feed the hungry, care for children and youth, or create space for other community out-
reach programs.  
 
Workshop: Growing Young to Grow Together attended by Bonnie Stauffer 
The speaker shared a book he recommended for children and youth workers to read called, Growing Young: 6 Essen-
tial Strategies to Help Young People Discover and Love Your Church, by Kara Powell, Jake Mulder, and Brad Grif-
fin. He opened the discussion up to let everyone share the type of events they do for the children and youth in their 
congregations. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
We are so grateful for the support and encouragement from Bethel as we pre-
pared to visit the Holy Land. We will be excited to share our experiences 
with you! There will be an event in early September, open to the community, 
when we will show photos and tell stories of our trip.  
Check out our Facebook page and Midweek emails for a glimpse of what we 
learned and saw! 
 
Pastor Lynne and Eric 
 

 

Pastor’s message (contd) 
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June Council Meeting 
June 14, 2022 
 
Members Present:  Linda Bieker, Ken Coats, Teresa Correy, Dottie Davis, Candi Ehrich, Jim Fuerstenberg, 
Nancy Fuerstenberg, Jack Graves, Chris Kast, Chad McCabe, Tara McCabe, Val Moon, John Sarver, Ken 
Sayler, Terry Smith 
 
Staff Present:  Jim Bergren, Pastor Lynne Ogren, Bonnie Stauffer 
Not in Attendance:  Erika Stauffer 
 
Meeting called to order at 6:32pm, by Jack.   
Meeting opened with a prayer by Pastor Lynne. Jack read our council mission statement and there was dis-
cussion about how the council mission statement is working in our lives.   
 
Suggestion from congregation to investigate updating the sitting area outside the office.  Will be investigat-
ed by appropriate board / teams. 
 
Separated into Boards at 6:50pm. 
 
Attendees reconvened for council meeting at 7:45pm. 
 
Treasurer’s Report (Chris) 
April is the last month that has been reviewed as Riverview Bank does not have statements available due 
to a system issue.  April statement review:  Deposits $28,954 and Expenses $20,484 for positive cash flow 
of $8470.   
 
Going to be working to put together a Financial Policies and Procedures manual for the church.  This would 
encompass all aspects of the financial system (counting / bookkeeping / reporting). 
 
Board of Trustees (Jack G) 
Awaiting final permit from the county for heat pump installation.  Current ETA of equipment is mid to late 
June.   
 
Chad hoping to have draft of emergency manual available in July.  Chris will be connecting with Rob M 
about possibility of doing AED training / refresher.      
 
Discussion and planning around the stewardship program is underway.  Looking at doing a program that is 
more of a year-round program with quarterly updates that incorporates our outreach and stewardship along 
with giving reports.  Chad is going to be working with Pastor Lynne to get letters prepared that highlight how 
giving impacts worship and our commitment to God to send with these quarterly communications.  Target-
ing September as first update. 
 
Need to find additional Tellers / Counters to get trained and be able to assist with this activity on Tuesdays. 
 
Board of Deacons (Candi) 
 
Jan Sayler held the VP position on the Board of Deacons, and her sudden passing has left a vacancy on 
the board.  The Deacons will be reaching out to the nominating committee to see if they can find a member 
of the congregation to fill the remainder of Jan’s term on the board.  
  
Finalized plans to have the processional style of communion the first Sunday in July and August.  To mini-
mize health risks, the elements will be served by presenting the wafers and handing out individual cups to 
recipients. We will continue to use the packaged elements for communion on the other Sundays of the 
months. 
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Father’s Day activities are planned for Sunday, June 19th,.  Young volunteers will be  
assisting Erika to pass out gifts to honor the men of the congregation.  
 
The deacons were asked to consider a time change for summer worship, possibly holding the service at  
an earlier time.  It was determined there is not sufficient time to make a change this year. The deacons  
will look at this possibility next year to allow for proper planning. 
 
Dean and Judy Sutera will be opening their home again to the congregation on Sunday, August 21 for the 
annual church potluck gathering. Details will follow in the coming weeks. 
 
There are no plans for a Rally Day picnic at Lewisville Park this year. 
 
Plans are in the works for an advertised event in September when Bethel will invite the community to meet 
Pastor Lynne and give her an opportunity to share with others about her trip to the Holy Land.   
 
Pastor Lynne received communication from Lasana Kanneh, a musician from West Africa who has per-
formed previously at Bethel with an acapella choir. He is now based locally and asked about performing 
again at Bethel. Dates being considered are August 21 or 28. 
 
Board of Education (Linda B) 
 
In an effort to get better coverage for the nursery Val did some checking into other options.  Care.com was 
one suggestion, but it was too complicated and costly for our needs.  She contacted other churches in the 
area to see what they did for their nursery coverage, and all of them said it was staffed by volunteers.  
Need to continue recruiting individuals who would volunteer to help with the nursery on Sundays.  All vol-
unteers need to be background checked and current policy requires volunteers between 12-18 years of 
age to have an adult with them in the nursery as well.   
 
One suggestion was to add a ‘Smart’ TV to the nursery so the service could be broadcast in there.  That 
way the nursery attendant could hear and see parts of the service real time.  Also, if there were children 
that could participate in the Children’s Message during the service, the attendant might be able to bring 
them over if they knew when that portion of the service was happening.   
 
Family Ministry Report (Bonnie) 
 
Graduation recognition and celebration for Aiden DeBrock was held on Sunday, June 5th.  
 
VBS will be held June 27 – 30, from 9am-12pm.  The Thrivent Work Party event brought together volun-
teers young and old to help put together the props and decorations for the week.  Overall the work party 
went well, and some additional ideas were collected for future events we might host like that.  Last minute 
preparations are now under way for this community event.  Finalizing the presentation / video portions, the 
opening / closing for each day, and getting ready to welcome the kids on June 27! 
 
Pastor’s Report (Pr. Lynne) 
 
Pastor Lynne and 5 other members of the congregation recently attended a regional synod workshop at 
Trinity Lutheran Church in Longview.  Summaries from all who attended will be included in the Bethel Bell.    
 
Closing (Jack) 
Next meeting will be July 12th. 
MSA to adjourn at 8:10pm. 
Closed with the Lord’s Prayer and a prayer for Eric and Pastor Lynne as they prepare to leave on their trip 
to the Holy Land. 
Respectfully submitted by Teresa Correy 

Council minutes (contd.) 
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INFORMATION  FOR AND ABOUT 

BETHEL LUTHERAN CHURCH WOMEN 
July 2022      Judy Wood 

NO Quilting until Sept. 
Join one of the groups  

in the fall. 
 

Share House Quilters 
2nd and 4th Monday  

at 9am 
 

Mission Quilters 
2nd and 4th Tuesday 

at 9am  

Circles meet on 3rd Tuesday of each month, 
with the exception of July and August, at Bethel     
 Priscilla - 9:30am 
 Naomi  - 1:00pm 
 Hope Circle - 6:30pm  
  
      Hostesses - Check your Women’s Directory 
  

Women’s Bible Study 

Set-up for  
Sunday Fellowship Hour 

       July -  Naomi Circle  
 
Members of the Circle will set up the  

coffee for Sunday morning and  
schedule helpers for clean-up at the 

close of services.   
 

Hostess Circles are NOT responsible 
for providing goodies  

for coffee hours. 
All Bethel families are invited to help 

with food as well as 
serving & clean up.  

 

July 
 

Saturday, July 2nd, 11:00AM 
All Circles Pot Luck Picnic 

at Nancy Fuerstenberg’s home 
Hostess Circle: Naomi 

 
Bring your favorite picnic dish to share 

and don’ t forget your lawn chairs 
 

 
 
 
 

Pick up the phone and call someone, 
just might be the bright spot in their day! 

Have a safe 4th of July 
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Join us In person:     
for Worship at 10:00am on Sunday mornings 
on line: follow the links from our website 
  bethelbrushprairie.org 
or on the Phone Patch:  360-729-0011 
Put your phone on speaker  
and don’t forget to hit the mute button…    
 
Masks are welcome, but optional, accord-
ing to your comfort level 

Worship Assistants  Schedule for July 2022 
 
   Worship Asst Reader  Greeter  Usher 
 
  
July 3  Kirsten Elson  Terry Smith   Geni Hammer Terry Smith   
         Maureen Smith Dick Wolf   
 
July 10 Dottie Davis   Ken Sayler   Nanci Keenan Ken Sayler 
         Jon Bradley  Larry Kytola 
  
July 17 Eric Ogren  Kirsten Elson   Claudia Bottemiller Dennis Stauffer 
         Kay Nock  Neil Correy 
 
July 24 TBD   Randy Crawley  Chad McCabe Jim Fuerstenberg 
         Tara McCabe Dean Vilander 
 
July 31 Charles Moon Jack Graves   John Johnson Craig Ehrich 
         Gloria Johnson Ken Coats 

Join The Audio Visual Ministry Team! 
Come join the tech team sending worship 
services and God’s word into the homes 
of our congregation and out into 
the world each Sunday.  Our tech team 
consists of video camera, broadcast audio, 
PowerPoint and sound system operators. 
For more information, please see Jim Bergren 
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Today we ask for prayer for Ken Sayler, Donna 
Crawley, Grace Wetter, Chuck Staavas, Judy Sutera, 
Nancy Fuerstenberg, Ella Remmick, Sandi Kytola, 
Jody Huffstutler, Lucille Gukeisen, Denneva Coats, 
Sheryl Elder, and Sandy Egan.  
 
We pray for the financial & spiritual health & growth 
of Bethel and for all who struggle with illness and 
economic issues. We ask God’s guidance and pro-
tection on our  military, our leaders and our country.  
  

Pastor: Lynne Ogren 

blcpastor@bethelbrushprairie.org 

 

Director of Family Ministries 

Bonnie Stauffer 
blcfamily@bethelbrushprairie.org 
 

A/V Ministry:  Jim Bergren 

blcav@bethelbrushprairie.org 

 
Parish Admin:  Judy Wood 

blcoffice@bethelbrushprairie.org 

          
RSTC Director 

Marcy Sprecher 

Marcy@rocksolid-teen.com 

 
visit us on the web at 

bethelbrushprairie.org 

 

 

 
         Communion will be served to those who  
attend in-person services at Bethel this month. 
 
Communion elements for home use are available at 
the Bethel office. Call and arrange to come and pick 

        yours up. 

Are you a part of Bethel’s Prayer Chain? 
 

If not, and you’d like to be, please contact Judy Bergren (phone chain)  
360- 666-9134 or Judy Wood (email chain) 360-892-4231 or 360-904-0271.  
All we need is your name and email address, or your phone number if you 
don’t use a computer… 

Thank you Bethel for your continued  
financial support.  

Even in these difficult times  
we have to keep the lights on.  

 
Have you considered setting up automatic 

giving through your bank?  It’s usually done 
at no charge. Our Tithe.ly account is also an 

option but does charge a small fee. 
go to TITHE.LY/GIVE   
to set up an account. 

Masks are now optional at Bethel. 
Wear or not - according to your own  
comfort level. 
   Stay well! 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=afthZHNsueHDEM&tbnid=5Xz_pgFo1tzMbM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fcoolumchristianfamily.org%2Fprayer-hotline%2F&ei=TpfiUoCYHtTnoAT2s4DIBw&bvm=bv.59930103,d.cGU&psig=AFQ
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If you had a birthday or anniversary and are not 
listed, OR if dates are incorrect or incomplete, 
PLEASE call the church office at 360-892-4231 so 
we can get it right next time!          
Thank you…. 

Keep our Servicemen and women in your prayers.. 
SPC Alec Rohrer, US Army, grandson of Jack & Cindi Graves, serving at Fort Carson, Co. 
 

Johnathan Cook, USAF ,  grandson of Kay Nock, stationed in Florida 
 

Chief Petty Officer, Ryan Fontenot, stationed Texas. Grandson of Milt and Jan Kleven. 
 

Autumn McAllister, USAF, daughter of John & Michelle McAllister, stationed at Clovis. N.M. 
 

Brandon Morgan, USAF Sp. Forces Para rescue, grandson of Milt & Jan Kleven, stationed in  
Tucson, AZ 
 

Zackery Scott Noorlun, USAF, TSgt , great-grandson of Clarice Noorlun, serving as an avionics 
technician at Royal Air Force Lakenheath in the UK. 
 

Ingrid Flores, E-4 US Combat Medic, who returned safely in July 2020 from a year of service in Jor-
dan. Great niece of Craig and Candi Ehrich, who continues to serve with the Army National Guard. 
 
 

Nick Otos, USAF,  nephew of Kari Otos, stationed at Okinawa, Japan 
 
 

Luke Terry - US Air Force, stationed in Germany. 
Lonnie Terry - US Air Force, stationed in New Mexico. 
 

Derrick Wolf, USN,  grandson of Dick & Charlene Wolf. Derrick is on recruiting duty in Virginia. 
 
Chandler Heppe, USAF, Lt. nephew of Eric & Lynne Ogren, stationed in Utah. 
 

 

   A soldier said:         “When I die do not play taps over my grave. Instead play reveille,  
    the morning call, the summons to arise.” 
 
If you have an update for this list, please let the office know..        Thanks! 

 
Megan DeBroeck  07/01 
John Sarver   07/01 
Louis Sanchez  07/03 
Eric Sprecher   07/03 
Craig Ehrich   07/09 
Pr. Lynne Ogren  07/09 
Robert Shepard  07/16 
Mikayla Kytola   07/19 
Kelly Johnson   07/20 
Jody Huffstutler  07/20 
David Elson   07/22 
Diane Land   07/24 
Lucille Gukeisen  07/25 
Terry Smith   07/26 
 

 

 

 

 

 
Charles & Val Moon  07/18/1970 
Neal & Teresa Correy  07/22/2000 
Terry & Maureen Smith 07/28/1990 
Joe & Sally Aalbue  07/30/1994 
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https://bethelbp-my.sharepoint.com/personal/blcoffice_bethelbrushprairie_org/Documents/Desktop/Calendar-Current%20Events/2022-Monthly-Calendar.docx#June_2022#June_2022
https://bethelbp-my.sharepoint.com/personal/blcoffice_bethelbrushprairie_org/Documents/Desktop/Calendar-Current%20Events/2022-Monthly-Calendar.docx#August_2022#August_2022


Stay Informed….  
There are many ways for you to keep up with what’s going on here at Bethel..  

You may visit us on the web at www.bethelbrushprairie.org 
Like us on Facebook! Click the LIKE button to stay on top of all the  
current news and photos! www.facebook.com/bethelfamilyministry  
You can also follow Bethel on: 
Pinterest https://www.pinterest.com/bethelblessings/ and  
Instagram https://www.instagram.com/blcfamily/ 
 

Bethel Lutheran Church 
12919 NE 159th St 
PO Box 175 
Brush Prairie, WA 98606 

  

  If you’re unable to join us in-person please 
won’t you join us virtually?? 

 

Sunday Service Hours 
In-person 10:00am 

Streaming Service - YouTube 
Phone patch - 360-729-0011 

     Watch the Bethel Bell and the Mid-Week (on line)  
for Coming Events! 

 

Christ Welcomes All 

http://www.facebook.com/bethelfamilyministry
https://www.pinterest.com/bethelblessings/
https://www.instagram.com/blcfamily/
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&docid=NKNglU8bfsZk6M&tbnid=ibWvpmX1P-B9BM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.habitatlacrosse.org%2F&ei=zp0sU9yzGMnFoAS1vICgBQ&bvm=bv.63316862,d.cGU&psig=AFQjCNEtlVe4jqr

